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Sino-Japanese Maritime Disputes: Islands Apart 

The row between Japan and China over five islets that lie between them resurfaced 
again on September 11th when the Japanese government agreed to pay ¥2 billion 
($26m) to buy the three islands it does not already own from their private owner. 
China reacted with outrage, and sent two patrol vessels to waters near what the 
Japanese call the Senkaku islands, and the Chinese call the Diaoyu. 

Japan hopes that this is more sound than fury. Yoshihiko Noda, the Prime Minister, 
may have bought the islands not to stir up troubled waters, but because he felt it was 
better than putting them into the hands of Shintaro Ishihara, Governor of Tokyo and 
a crusty, China-baiting nationalist. In April, Mr Ishihara launched a campaign for the 
Tokyo metropolitan government to buy them. 

China may not see it Mr Noda’s way. Part of the problem is that, while much of the 
region resents what it sees as Chinese maritime expansion, China is troubled by 
Japan’s own maritime scope. Although the two nations have, by some estimates, 
roughly the same amount of coastline, Japan, an archipelago, claims an exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ) of 4.5m square km (2.8m square miles), five times more than 
China.  

A recent paper by Gavan McCormack of the Australian National University argues 
that since the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea was ratified in 1982, Japan, 
thanks partly to a colonial legacy, has done better out of it than China. In EEZ terms, 
the latter ranks somewhere between the Maldives and Somalia as a maritime power. 

Japan takes its EEZs seriously. The Tokyo metropolitan government, amazingly, has 
jurisdiction over islands and atolls stretching deep into the Pacific. It reaches as far 
as Okinotorishima (literally “remote bird island”), almost 2,000km (1,250 miles) from 
the capital—roughly the distance from London to Reykjavik. Essentially two islets on 
an atoll, the territory shrinks at high tide so that “one is about the size of a double 
bed and the other a small room,” as Mr. McCormack puts it. Since 1987, he says, 
Tokyo has spent $600m trying to stop the reef from disappearing. Under 
international law Japan’s claim that Okinotorishima counts as an island (thus 
permitting an EEZ stretching out in a 200-miles radius) is shaky, to put it mildly. 

Given the potential territorial and resource benefits, neither country’s hysteria over 
the Senkaku seems quite so outlandish. Mr. Noda’s government may try to soothe 
the issue by pledging to keep Japanese from setting foot on them. Yet the islands 
may soon loom large again.  

A general election in Japan is due. And the chief opposition hopeful as next prime 
minister is none other than Nobuteru Ishihara, the crusty governor’s son. 

Source: The Economist, 15 September  

 

http://http://www.economist.com/node/21562987
http://www.economist.com/node/21562987
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Garuda Need Not Fear the Indian Navy’s Strategic Eagle 

-- Rajeev Sharma 

The commissioning on July 31 of INS Baaz, India’s first naval air station at Campbell 
Bay, the southernmost island of the Andaman and Nicobar group of islands, is an 
important strategic move by India. The naval air station is very close to the 
Indonesian coast. However, friendly Indonesia need not worry, as it is a China 
specific move by the Indian Navy.  

Campbell Bay is India’s most potent forward maritime military infrastructure, which 
would provide strategic leverage to the Air Force and Navy if a crisis situation were 
to erupt. It would enable the Indian armed forces to launch a joint offensive in the 
area, covering right up to the South China Sea. It will also enable the Indians to take 
better care of their commercial and strategic interests in the Malacca Strait and 
beyond.  
 
The primary responsibility of INS Baaz will be to provide information based on 
airborne maritime surveillance using aircraft and Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. In this 
sense, the naval air station’s name is very apt, as Baaz means “eagle” in Hindi. It will 
provide an eagle’s eye view for the Indian armed forces over the strategic sea lanes 
around Andaman and Nicobar islands, where the Indian Navy has already been 
augmenting its strength under the Andaman and Nicobar Command at Port Blair with 
the latest warships, amphibious ships, naval offshore patrol vessels and fast-attack 
craft.  
 
The strategic chain of islands has already emerged as a major launching pad for the 
Indian Navy to conduct cooperative patrols with neighbouring nations like Indonesia 
and Thailand, and slightly more distant Southeast Asian nations like Vietnam, 
Malaysia and Singapore.  Interestingly, the latest Indian move hasn’t triggered 
adverse reactions from Southeast Asian nations — a far cry from the 1980s, when 
regional powers cried foul when the Indian Navy first started expanding in the 
Andaman and Nicobar islands. This time Southeast Asian nations are looking rather 
benignly over the Indian initiative, considering China’s aggressive posture in the 
region that has rattled some members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 
particularly Vietnam and the Philippines.  Significantly, the commissioning of INS 
Baaz has coincided with the Obama administration’s declaration of a new 
deployment policy in the Asia-Pacific region, where the US military will be relocating 
60 percent of its maritime power worldwide. The interpretation is ominous: The 
strengthening of India’s naval presence near the Malacca Strait puts the Indian 
maritime strategy in sync with that of the United States.  

Obviously India’s Campbell Bay initiative has been forced by China upping its ante 
over the South China Sea issue. Moreover, the Indian Navy has also put into 
operation two Forward Operating Bases in Kamorta (Nicobar) and Diglipur 
(Andaman) as well. The idea of bolstering India’s military presence in the Andaman 
and Nicobar islands germinated more than two decades ago, but the Indians never 
took concrete steps to implement the plans. Now that Chinese pushes in the region 
have come to shoves, the Indians have been forced to operationalize the Naval Air 
Station at Campbell Bay under the tri-service command.  
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What should be a matter of concern for China is the fact that the Indian Defence 
Ministry has also given permission to the Navy to develop additional naval air 
stations on other islands similar to Campbell Bay. The Navy is now engaged in 
setting up operational turnaround facilities for ships to be dispersed along the entire 
length of the island chain to maximize the reach of ships and aircraft on patrol.  

The move, from the Indian point of view, shows its resolve to protect its maritime 
interests to the last corner of the Indian Ocean and even beyond into the Pacific 
Ocean. The Indian move also signals its intent to integrate the highly strategic 
Andaman and Nicobar islands in the national security mix like never before. The new 
naval air station overlooks the Malacca Strait and also dominates the Six Degree 
Channel, the core thrust of the Chinese Navy (PLAN) these days, which lies between 
India’s Great Nicobar Island and Indonesia’s Sumatra, where China’s shipping is 
especially vulnerable to Indian and other forces.  

Six Degree Channel is the third of the three-island-chain strategy of the Chinese, 
while the first island chain is centred on Taiwan and the second island chain extends 
from Japan to Indonesia. The strategy will enable the Chinese, in the long run, to 
project power capable of reaching America’s bases in Hawaii. India recently based 
its tri-services command in Andaman and Nicobar islands, which enables the Indians 
to mount effective surveillance of the Lombok and Sunda straits as a non-lethal 
demonstration of Indian capabilities, not different from the way the US Navy is 
building up Guam. The Campbell Bay Naval Air Station at present is suitable only for 
light transport aircraft, helicopter and maritime reconnaissance operations, with only 
1,000 meters of runway. India’s Navy is fast working on the plan to extend the 
runway to 3,000 meters, which would allow the IAF Sukhoi-30MKI aircraft to land 
and takeoff after refuelling.  

A massive plan to upgrade the Campbell Bay Naval Air Station is already in the 
works. It involves creating infrastructure to facilitate the berthing of warships and 
enabling unrestricted operation of all categories of aircraft including heavy aircraft. 
Modern airfield instruments and navigational aids are going to be deployed at the 
base. The Indian Navy’s near-term plans for the base also include deploying the 
Hercules C-130 aircraft there and enhancing Special Forces operations capabilities.  

The Indian move to bolster its military presence in the Andaman and Nicobar islands, 
separated by 650 nautical miles from mainland India and closer to Indonesia than 
the Indian mainland, is aimed at milking the islands’ geo-strategic advantage to the 
hilt. These islands open up a window to East Asia and Southeast Asia, while beefing 
up Indian military reach for the Bay of Bengal region as well. India’s Campbell Bay 
initiative is a befitting response to the Chinese flexing of its military muscles in the 
region. Neighbouring powers like Indonesia should only feel reassured by the move, 
as the Campbell Bay naval air station is India’s extended arm in the Malacca Strait 
for the benefit of Southeast Asian nations.  

(Rajeev Sharma is a New Delhi-based journalist-author and strategic analyst.) 

Source: The Jakarta Globe, 17 September  

 

http://http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/opinion/the-garuda-asean-need-not-fear-the-indian-navys-strategic-eagle/544795
http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/opinion/the-garuda-asean-need-not-fear-the-indian-navys-strategic-eagle/544795
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India Defends Its Backyard in the Indian Ocean 

-- Harsh V. Pant 

The whole world is watching China's confrontations in the South China Sea and the 
East China Sea—but India is watching with particular concern. India has no territorial 
claims here per se, but one Indian official recently said that the South China Sea 
could be seen "as the antechamber of the Indian Ocean," given the flow of maritime 
traffic. New Delhi is nervous about Beijing's threat to the freedom of navigation, and 
this is one reason it is strengthening ties with island nations in the Indian Ocean. 

This month, Indian Defence Minister A.K. Antony travelled to the Maldives to shore 
up relations with the young democracy. He was ostensibly there to inaugurate a 
military hospital built with Indian assistance, but New Delhi used the occasion to 
make a slew of defence-related announcements. 

Chiefly, Delhi will begin training Maldives' air force and position a naval team in the 
islands to train Maldivian naval personnel. Mr. Antony also said India would station a 
Defence Attaché in its Maldivian embassy, extend the deployment of a helicopter 
squadron in the islands for two more years, and help the Maldives government in its 
surveillance of its Exclusive Economic Zone, which extends for 200 nautical miles 
(370 km) from its shores. 

All these take defence cooperation up to the next level. More importantly, they 
underscore India's continuing commitment to Maldives, despite a somewhat 
contentious transfer of power earlier this year when its first democratically elected 
president Mohamed Nasheed resigned under pressure when protests broke out 
against him. Some saw this as a coup, but India isn't taking sides. Some of this is 
sheer agnosticism on Delhi's part—it doesn't want to interfere in another nation's 
internal affairs—but a lot of it is realpolitik too. 

India has always been friendly toward the government in Male, but it now wants to 
strengthen its relations because China too has displayed its interest in the islands as 
part of what appears to be a concerted effort to build closer relations with countries 
surrounding India. Earlier this month, Beijing announced a $500 million package of 
economic assistance for Male. Delhi views the Maldives as central to the strategic 
landscape in the Indian Ocean—the island chain straddles vital sea lines between 
East Asia and the Middle East—so it's not going to sit idly by. 

If China were only expanding its footprint in the Maldives, that would be worrying 
enough. But what really raises the stakes for India is China's growing closeness with 
various other island nations on India's periphery. Beijing has forged strong ties with 
Sri Lanka, Seychelles and Mauritius in the past few years, countries where India has 
historically been the main defence provider. 

Beijing has courted Colombo since the last years of its civil war against the Tamil 
Tigers in 2009 with offers of infrastructure and other projects, such as a deep-sea 
port called Hambantota on the island's south side. China's Defence Minister visited 
Sri Lanka earlier this month to offer $100 million for welfare projects in the north and 
east of the country, zones that were hard-hit by the quarter-century civil war. 
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Then there's the Seychelles, whom Chinese President Hu Jintao reached out to as 
early as 2007 during a visit there. Much to Delhi's surprise, Beijing is now training the 
small island nation's defence forces and providing military hardware such as 
turboprop aircraft for surveillance. India was also taken aback last year when 
Seychelles offered the PLA Navy its territory for a base. Though Beijing never took it 
up, India got spooked. That's why earlier this year Delhi extended a $50 million line 
of credit and $25 million grant to Seychelles. 

India's strategic planners rightly see all this as an extension of Beijing's "string of 
pearls" strategy—attain geopolitical influence by increasing access to ports westward 
from the South China Sea, across the Indian Ocean. This strategy directly reduces 
India's influence in the Indian Ocean and also over time increases the threat of 
strategic encirclement, neither of which bodes well for Indian national interests. On 
top of this, Beijing's behaviour in the South and East China Seas now shows the 
Communist Party is willing to be aggressive. 

India is hence, taking steps to protect itself from Chinese encroachment, part of 
which involves the military. Like China, India too is launching a new aircraft carrier 
and there's the danger the two navies will increasingly rub against each other. It's an 
open question whether the two nations can manage these tensions and avoid spilling 
over into armed conflict. 

The real alternative for India is to increase its diplomacy with the U.S. Despite all the 
hyperbole in New Delhi about "non-alignment," policy makers there recognize that 
cooperation with Washington can best thwart a rising China. This is something that 
Delhi and Washington will have to seriously think about as the balance of power 
alters in the Indian Ocean. 

(Mr. Pant is a Professor of Defence Studies at King's College, London.) 

Source: The Wall Street Journal, 25 September  

Arrr-mageddon for Pirates as Navy Blockades End the Party 

-- Abdi Guled and Jason Straziuso 

• In 2010, Somali pirates seized 47 
vessels. This year only five 

• Prostitutes remember when 
pirates would pay $1000 a night 

• Pirates who once owned vast 
villas live in unfurnished rooms 

THE heyday of Somali piracy may be 
over as rusting ships, sand-filled 
skiffs and empty whisky bottles litter a 
once-bustling shoreline. 

At their bloody peak murderous Somali pirates captured dozens of ships and 
extorted millions of dollars in ransom demands as they made the waters off east 

http://http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444813104578017952134328248.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390444813104578017952134328248.html
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Africa a no go zone. Today most of the prostitutes are gone and the luxury cars 
repossessed. Pirates while away their hours playing cards or catching lobsters. 
"There's nothing to do here these days,'' said Hassan Abdi, a high school graduate 
who taught English in a private school before turning to piracy in 2009. "The hopes 
for a revitalized market are not high.'' Armed guards aboard cargo ships and an 
international naval armada that carries out onshore raids have put a huge dent in 
piracy and might even be ending the scourge. 

While experts say it's too early to declare 
victory, the numbers are startling: In 2010, 
pirates seized 47 vessels. This year they've 
taken five. For a look at the reality behind 
those numbers, an Associated Press team 
from the capital, Mogadishu, travelled to the 
pirate havens of Galkayo and Hobyo, a 
coastal town considered too dangerous for 
Western reporters since the kidnappers 
have turned to land-based abductions over 
the last year. There they found pirates who 
once owned vast villas living in darkened, 
unfurnished rooms, hiding from their creditors. Prostitute Faduma Ali longs for the 
days when her pirate customers had money. As she smoked a hookah in a hot, 
airless room in Galkayo last week, she sneered as she answered a phone call from a 
former customer seeking some action on credit. 

“Those days are over. Can you pay me 
$1,000?'” she asked. That's what she 
once got for a night's work. “If not, 
goodbye and leave me alone.” “Money”, 
she groaned as she hung up. The caller, 
Abdirizaq Saleh, once had bodyguards 
and maids and the attention of beautiful 
women. When ransoms came in, a 
party was thrown, with blaring music, 
bottles of wine, the stimulant khat and a 
woman for every man. Now Saleh is 
hiding from creditors in a dirty room 
filled with dust-covered TVs and high-
end clothes he acquired when flush. 

“Ships are being held longer, ransoms are getting smaller and attacks are less likely 
to succeed,'' said Saleh, sitting on a 
threadbare mattress covered by a mosquito 
net. A plastic rain jacket he used at sea 
dangled from the door. Somali pirates 
hijacked 46 ships in 2009 and 47 in 2010, 
the European Union Naval Force says. In 
2011, pirates launched a record number of 
attacks - 176 - but commandeered only 25 
ships, an Indian, Russian - that have 
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improved over time. In May, after receiving an expanded mandate, the EU Naval 
Force destroyed pirate weapons, equipment and fuel on land. Japanese aircraft fly 
over the shoreline to relay pirate activity to nearby warships. Merchant ships have 
also increased their communications with patrolling military forces after pirate 
sightings, Sherriff said. Ships have bolstered their own defences with armed guards, 
barbed wire, water cannons and safe rooms. No vessel with armed guards has ever 
been hijacked, noted Cyrus Moody of the International Maritime Bureau. A June 
report from the U.N. Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea said armed guards 
have forced pirates to ``abort attacks earlier and at greater ranges from targeted 
vessels.'' 

Some of those who live around Hobyo 
along central Somalia's Indian Ocean 
coastline say they never wanted the 
region to become a pirate den. 
Fishermen say piracy began around 
2005 as a way to keep international 
vessels from plundering fish stocks off 
Somalia. But in the absence of law and 
order in a country that has not had an 
effective central government for two 
decades, ransoms grew and criminal 
networks planned more sophisticated 

operations, launching attacks on freighters and yachts from mother ships hundreds 
of miles offshore. Now things seem to be changing. Once lively Hobyo was quiet last 
weekend, except for the sight of legitimate fishermen taking their boats out to sea. 
The price of a cup of tea - which cost 50 cents during the piracy boom - has fallen 
back to 5 cents. The lobster haul has replaced international freighters as the topic of 
conversation. 

“The decline of piracy is a much-needed boon for 
our region,'' said Hobyo Mayor Ali Duale Kahiye. 
“They were the machines causing inflation, 
indecency and insecurity in the town. Life and 
culture is good without them.'' Two pirates with 
AK-47 assault rifles slung over their shoulders 
wandered along the beach near a Taiwanese 
fishing vessel that washed up on shore after the 
brigands who seized it were paid a ransom and 
released the crew. During the piracy boom, 
pirates could count on creditors to front the money to buy skiffs, weapons, fuel and 
food for their operations. Now financiers are more reluctant. 

Walking along a street in Galkayo, Saleh pointed to 
a villa with a garden of pink flowers he once owned. 
Short on cash, he was forced to hand it over to a 
creditor. Another pirate, Mohamed Jama, 
relinquished his car to a financier. European naval 
forces disrupted five of his hijacking attempts, he 
said, and destroyed skiffs and fuel he owned. “He 



Page 10 of 34 

could not pay my $2,000, so I had to take his $7,000 car,'' said the creditor, 
Fardowsa Mohamed Ali. “I am no longer in contact with pirates now because they 
are bankrupt and live like refugees.'' 

While many former pirates are unemployed, Mohamed Abdalla Aden has returned to 
his old job as a soccer coach for village boys. Aden said it now takes him a month to 
earn as much as he used to spend in a single day as a pirate. “The coasts became 
too dangerous,'' he said, holding an old, beat-up mobile phone. “Dozens of my 
friends are unaccounted for and some ended up in jail.'' An untold number of pirates 
have died at sea in violent confrontations, bad weather or ocean accidents. The U.N. 
says 1,045 suspected or convicted pirates are being held in 21 countries, including 
the U.S., Italy, France, the Netherlands, Yemen, India, Kenya, Seychelles and 
Somalia. 

“The risks involved in the hijacking attempts were very high. EU navies were our 
main enemy,'' Saleh said. Several pirate attacks made worldwide headlines, 
including a rescue in 2009 of an American hostage by Navy SEALs. Pirates still hold 
seven ships and 177 crew members, according to the EU Naval Force. At the height 
of Somali piracy, pirates held more than 30 ships and 600 hostages at a time. The 
overwhelming majority of hostages have been sailors on merchant ships, though 
European families have also been seized while travelling in the dangerous coastal 
waters. Four Americans were killed in February 2011 when the pirates who boarded 
their ship apparently became trigger-happy because of nearby U.S. warships. 

For the pirates, the risks of being arrested, killed or lost at sea are overshadowed by 
the potential for huge payouts. Ransoms for large ships in recent years have 
averaged close to $5 million. The largest reported ransom was $11 million for the 
Greek oil tanker MV Irene SL last year. When the monsoons that have roiled the 
Indian Ocean the past two months subside in about two weeks, the number of 
successful hijackings - or lack thereof - will go a long way toward telling if the heyday 
of Somali piracy is truly over. Still Somalia's widespread poverty and the lure of 
potential riches make it too soon to say whether the scourge has been squelched. 
“We hope so. But at the same time we are definitely advising all vessels not to 
become complacent just because the numbers are down,'' said Moody of the 
International Maritime Bureau. ``The reward for the Somali pirate once they get a 
vessel is enormous, so just giving that up is probably not going to be easy.'' Abdi 
Farah, an elder in Galkayo, said he believes the end of piracy is near. “Pirates 
brought vices like drugs and AIDS, nothing else,'' he said. “There were no benefits.” 

Source: Herald Sun, 26 September  

China Starts a New Gambit in East Asia 

-- Nayan Chanda 

The tussle over sovereignty in the East Asian waterways took a new turn this week 
with the formal commissioning of the Liaoning, China's first aircraft carrier. The fact 
that the 55,000-ton ship does not yet have even one airplane on its deck provides 
little comfort to China's regional neighbours. More than its potential power projection 

http://http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/world/is-the-heyday-of-somalian-piracy-over/story-fnd134gw-1226481584873
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/world/is-the-heyday-of-somalian-piracy-over/story-fnd134gw-1226481584873
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capabilities, the Liaoning bears an unmistakable message: we are big and we'll 
ensure that what we claim becomes ours. 

If ever there was hope that mutual concessions and compromise could resolve the 
festering territorial disputes, the commissioning of the Liaoning squashes that 
possibility in the short term. China, though, would be wise not to count on clinching 
its territorial claims just by ship-borne aviation. 

While China's defence ministry blandly claimed that the aircraft carrier would help to 
"effectively protect national sovereignty, security and development interests", others 
were more specific about its immediate operational value. A Chinese navy officer 
quoted in the official People's Daily said that the carrier would play "an important role 
in China's settlement of islands disputes" - meaning both Senkaku/Diaoyu and the 
South China Sea. 

One has to discount some of the chest thumping at this time, coming as it does 
weeks before the once in a decade leadership transition. The party is always keen to 
remind citizens on such occasions that, under its guidance, the country is strong and 
ready to defend its sovereignty. Pointedly, Beijing published its white paper on the 
Diaoyu islands asserting them "an inherent territory of China" on the same day as 
the aircraft carrier was ceremoniously handed over to the PLA Navy. 

The commissioning of the refurbished Ukrainian-made aircraft carrier, delivered in 
2002, has been a long time coming. The Chinese media blitz on the occasion of the 
long-awaited launch is designed to impress Japan, Vietnam and the Philippines 
about the futility of challenging China. Right now, the Liaoning might simply be a 
troop carrier and a floating logistical base, but the nature of the Chinese punch will 
change once fighter planes begin operating from its flight deck. 

The commander of the Chinese naval operation that snatched one of the islands 
from Vietnam in 1988 was quoted as saying, "During the Spratly Sea Battle, the thing 
we feared most was not Vietnam's surface vessels, but rather their aircraft." The 
establishment of airstrips on the Spratly islands under Chinese control has already 
improved Chinese capability. The admiral said, "If China's aircraft carrier enters 
service relatively soon, and training is well-established, this will solve a major 
problem. We will seize air superiority; Vietnamese aircraft will not dare to take off." 

China hopes that by demonstrating its aircraft carrier - something that Japan does 
not have (and cannot have under its peace constitution) - it will dissuade Japan from 
resisting China militarily. But whether it is Japan or Vietnam, China would be 
mistaken to think that a mere show of power would force its neighbours to accept its 
claims and give up what they equally consider their sovereign territory. There are 
many practical hurdles on the way to achieving the military dominance Chinese 
strategists’ hope for. 

Even after J-15 fighters modelled on the Russian Su 33 carrier fighter are eventually 
introduced into service, it would take many years of sea trials for the ship to be fully 
operational. So far, the aircraft have been practising short landing and take-off on 
land. US Naval War College professor Andrew Erickson calls the Liaoning a "starter 
carrier" for an ambitious great power. 
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The Chinese navy will now have to learn the complexities of operating such a 
gigantic system. It will also have to focus on how to protect it from the increasingly 
capable anti-ship weapons being acquired by neighbours such as Vietnam. Erickson 
notes that Hanoi is due to take delivery of its first Russian Kilo-class diesel attack 
submarine by the end of 2012. As to Japan, China has to consider not only Japan's 
formidable military power but also the overwhelming naval might brought to bear by 
its allies in the US Seventh Fleet. 

At the end of the day, Liaoning may not be the game changer Chinese media make it 
out to be. But as a powerful symbol of Beijing's intentions it is a new worry floating on 
the horizon. 

Source: Times of India, 29 September 

 

Defence Minister AK Antony inaugurates Remote Operating Station 

Defence Minister AK Antony inaugurated the remote operating station of the Coastal 
Radar Chain of Kerala at the Coast Guard District Headquarters at nearby Fort Kochi 
on Sept 15. At another function, he flagged off INS Sudarshini, the sail training ship 
of Indian Navy, for a historic voyage around countries of South East Asia. The static 
radar chain project, which aims at preventing undetected intrusion and monitoring of 
coastal traffic, has presently radars installed atop the light houses at Mount Dilli at 
Ezhimala, Ponnani, Vypin and in a separate structure at Kollam. 

The ASEAN expedition of INS Sudarshini is a unique collaborative venture between 
Ministry of Defence/Indian Navy and Ministry of External Affairs to commemorate 20 
years of dialogue partnership and 10 years of summit level partnership with ASEAN. 
INS Sudarshini will visit 13 ports of 9 ASEAN countries and will return in March 2013. 
En route, in addition to Indian Cadets, international trainees are also expected to be 
embarked cementing and celebrating the warm ties between India and countries of 
ASEAN, the release said. 

Source: Jagran Post, 11 September 

Nigerian Navy Rescues Oil Vessel from Hijackers 

The Nigerian Navy rescued an oil tanker MT Abu Dhabi Star that was hijacked off 
the coast of Lagos. The Navy also set free 23 Indian sailors held hostage by the 
pirates who fled as the force arrived at the scene. None of the sailors was hurt during 
the incident, said Pat Adamson, a spokesman for Dubai-based Pioneer Ship 
Management Services LLC. The Nigerian Navy was providing an escort for the 
vessel to make sure it arrived safely at Lagos’ busy port, Nigerian Navy spokesman, 
Commodore Kabir Aliyu said. 

The pirates who took over the vessel fled when they saw the Nigerian naval ship on 
the horizon, Adamson said. It was unclear whether they stole any of the ship’s cargo, 
though the crew had begun an inspection of the ship, the spokesman said. The 

http://http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/opinion/edit-page/China-starts-a-new-gambit-in-east-Asia/articleshow/16593191.cms
http://http://post.jagran.com/defence-minister-a-k-antony-to-inaugurate-remote-operating-station-1347375676
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/opinion/edit-page/China-starts-a-new-gambit-in-east-Asia/articleshow/16593191.cms
http://post.jagran.com/defence-minister-a-k-antony-to-inaugurate-remote-operating-station-1347375676
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pirates targeted the ship as it was anchored off the coast. “The sailors onboard sent 
distress signals as the pirates boarded the Singapore-flagged ship, with their last 
message indicating they had locked themselves inside a panic room on the vessel,” 
Aliyu said. 

During the short hijacking, the ship’s management received no ransom demands for 
the crew, Pioneer Ship Management Services said. That’s not unusual, as pirates in 
the region increasingly target oil tankers for their cargos, holding control of the 
vessels only long enough to offload the fuel before escaping. That’s in contrast to 
pirates off the Somali coast, who typically hold sailors for months for ransom. 
Analysts believe the recent hijackings of tanker ships may well be the work of a 
single, sophisticated criminal gang with knowledge of the oil industry and oil tankers. 
Those involved in the hijackings may have gotten that experience in Nigeria’s 
southern Niger Delta, where thieves tap pipelines running through the swamps to 
steal hundreds of thousands of barrels of oil a day. 

The area has seen 37 attacks, including several hijackings, kidnappings and killings, 
so far this year. Pirates usually target cargo, loading it onto other ships to sell on the 
black market. Nigeria and nearby Benin launched joint patrols last year in a bid to 
combat the problem. 

Source: The Guardian, 12 September 

Maritime Disputes: US Blames China 

US lawmakers accused China of bullying its 
neighbors to press territorial claims in the 
South China Sea but also raised questions 
about America's capacity to police the 
region. Three congressional panels are 
scrutinizing what they consider to be the 
security threat posed by China and its 
human rights record. 

With the presidential election two months 
away, Republican nominee Mitt Romney 

has accused President Barack Obama of being soft on China, particularly on trade 
issues, as he has tried to cultivate ties with the emerging superpower. But criticism 
dished out by members of the House Foreign Relations Committee was directed 
squarely at Beijing. 

The committee's Republican chairwoman, Florida Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, said 
China was a "schoolyard bully towards its maritime neighbors" that aspired to be the 
dominant power in Asia, controlling vital sea lanes that could be used to choke off 
commerce and oil shipments. She said the US would stand by its allies, the 
Philippines and Japan. "Other global crises must not distract from our vital national 
interests in the South China Sea and the western Pacific," she told a hearing 
addressing the issue. 

http://http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=98418:nigerian-navy-rescues-oil-vessel-from-hijackers&catid=81:maritime-watch&Itemid=591
http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=98418:nigerian-navy-rescues-oil-vessel-from-hijackers&catid=81:maritime-watch&Itemid=591
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The committee's top Democrat, California Rep. Howard Berman, said the Obama 
administration has repeatedly made clear to Beijing that the US will not allow China 
to assert hegemony over the region. He said the US must continue to press China to 
resolve its claims peacefully. China and five of its neighbors, including the 
Philippines and Vietnam, have overlapping claims to several small, but potentially 
energy-rich areas of the South China Sea that have become an increasing focus of 
bickering and confrontation. In July, China upped the ante when it created a city and 
military garrison on a remote island to strengthen its control over disputed islands. 

The United States criticized that as undermining efforts to manage and resolve 
disputes through diplomacy. That angered China, which says it has no aggressive 
intent. The US says it does not take a position on the competing territorial claims, but 
has a national security interest in the maintenance of peace and stability in the 
region. It urged "cooler heads to prevail" in a separate island dispute between Japan 
and China in the East China Sea. Rep. Mike Kelly, R-Pa., questioned the ability of an 
indebted US to sustain its military presence across the world, and suggested China 
was now "the toughest guy in the neighborhood" that would call the shots on policy 
there."At some point we better wake up and smell the coffee," Kelly said. "We have a 
diminished influence because we really don't have the ability at times to do what we 
say we are going to do."  

Representative Brad Sherman, D-Calif., said US allies needed to bear more of the 
security burden, as during the Cold War against the Soviet Union. "Those nations in 
the Asia-Pacific region, particularly those that have concerns with China's 
expansionary claims, ought to be devoting a reasonable portion of GDP to their own 
naval defense," he said. The House Intelligence Committee will question executives 
of two major Chinese technology companies as it probes allegations that the firms' 
involvement in the US. market could pose a national security risk. 

Source: Daily Herald, 13 September 

'Gorshkov Curse' Continues Aircraft Carrier Fails Trials 

The Indian Navy’s plan to always have two functional aircraft carriers has just 
received a second body blow. Already hit by a two-year delay in the indigenous 
aircraft carrier being built by Cochin Shipyard, now the Russian media has reported 
that the ‘Vikramadity’a (formerly the Admiral Gorshkov) has spectacularly failed its 
ongoing user trials in the Barents Sea. According to the widely-read Russian 
language daily Kommersant, seven of the Vikramaditya’s eight boilers broke down, 
with their firebrick insulation failing due to the high temperatures generated. The 
press reports stated the ship would have to be cut open to replace the boilers, a 
lengthy exercise that can start only next spring. Consequently, the Vikramaditya, 
which was originally to be delivered to India in 2008, will come only in October 2013 
“at the earliest”, said the Izvestia daily. 

Earlier, Russia had raised the cost of the Vikramaditya three-fold. Along with that, 
the latest delay makes the aircraft carrier a totem of Russian unreliability as a 
weapons supplier. From the originally contracted $947 million in the 2004 contract 
with India, Russia has raised the price to $2.3 billion. Now, Russia’s United 
Shipbuilding Corporation will decide whether the latest debacle will lead to another 

http://http://www.heraldextra.com/news/world/maritime-disputes-u-s-blames-china/article_80bc23df-9995-532a-85f5-2c4c533c7234.html
http://www.heraldextra.com/news/world/maritime-disputes-u-s-blames-china/article_80bc23df-9995-532a-85f5-2c4c533c7234.html
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price hike. The Indian Navy also faces major delays with the ‘Vikrant’, which was to 
enter service in 2015, but which Cochin Shipyard will now deliver only in 2017. 
Former Navy Chief, Admiral Nirmal Verma, in a press conference in New Delhi on 
August 7, ascribed the delay to problems with the vessel’s engines and gears, and to 
an accident in which trucks that were transporting the ships generators from Pune to 
Kochi overturned en route, damaging the equipment. 

The official establishment remains silent in the face of the embarrassment. The 
Russian embassy in New Delhi told Business Standard they had no information 
beyond what was in the newspapers. The Indian Navy Public Relations Officer 
stated there was no information yet from the Russian government about the nature 
and extent of the problem. However, first reports might have exaggerated the failure 
on the Vikramditya. Driblets of information are coming in now from some 500 Indian 
sailors who are on the Gorshkov, observing the trials being conducted by the 
Russian Navy and by technicians from Sevmash, the shipyard that built the 
Gorshkov. This information suggests the Vikramaditya is still moving under its own 
power, and the problem with the boilers exists only at high power. Sources in Naval 
Headquarters in New Delhi say the Vikramaditya is continuing with its aviation trials, 
in which MiG-29K fighters are still flying from the carrier, testing aviation-related 
systems. 

High-placed Navy sources say they are unsurprised by the failure of the 
Vikramditya’s boilers. Russia put up the Gorshkov for sale in 1994 after a boiler room 
explosion incapacitated the vessel. Finding no buyers, Russia offered to give it “free” 
to the Indian Navy, provided New Delhi paid for its renovation and also bought 16 
MiG-29 fighters for $1 billion. Reporting on the deal in 2004, NDTV, an Indian 
television news channel, called it “the most expensive freebie in history.” Navy 
technicians say, while evaluating the Gorshkov, they expressed their reservations 
over its unusual boilers, which generate much higher pressures than conventional 
warship boilers. Those reservations were dropped after assurances from the 
Russians. 

The ripples from this incident will be felt during next month’s visit of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to New Delhi. In April, while inducting the Russian-built 
nuclear-powered submarine INS Chakra into the Indian Navy, Defence Minister AK 
Antony had taken a crack at Russian ambassador to India, Alexander Kadakin, who 
was also present. “I will remind the honourable Russian Ambassador about his 
promise to deliver the ‘Vikramaditya’ this year,” said Antony. The Navy’s wait seems 
likely to continue. 

Source: Business Standard, 18 September 

Third Indian Frigate undergoes Dock Trials in Russia 

A Talwar class frigate being built for the Indian 
Navy at the Yantar Shipyard in Russia’s exclave of 
Kaliningrad has begun dock trials, the shipyard 
said. The Trikand is the last in a series of three 
frigates built under a $1.6-billion contract with 
India. The first frigate, the Teg, was delivered to 

http://http://business-standard.com/india/news/gorshkov-curse-continues-aircraft-carrier-fails-trials/486777/
http://business-standard.com/india/news/gorshkov-curse-continues-aircraft-carrier-fails-trials/486777/
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India in April 2012, while the second, the Tarkash, has completed sea trials and will 
be delivered in November. 

“The Trikand started dock trials at the Yantar 
shipyard on September 15,” Yantar 
spokesman Sergei Mikhailov told reporters. 
“They will continue until mid-January next 
year.” The sea trials of the frigate will be held 
in the Baltic Sea and the delivery of the 
warship to the Indian Navy is expected in 
summer 2013.  

The new frigates are each armed with eight 
BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles. 

They are also equipped with a 100-mm gun, a 
Shtil surface-to-air missile system, two 
Kashtan air-defense gun/missile systems, two 
twin 533-mm torpedo launchers, and an 
antisubmarine warfare (ASW) helicopter. India announced in 2011 that the Yantar 
shipyard had delayed the delivery of the frigates for over a year due to a shortage of 
skilled labor and flaws in the production chain. 

In a separate development, the delivery of the Vikramaditya, formerly the Russian 
Navy's Admiral Gorshkov, to the Indian Navy has been put back from December 
2012 to at least October 2013 after propulsion failures occurred during the ship’s sea 
trials in the White Sea last month. A string of delays on the delivery of military 
equipment has drawn sharp criticism by Indian authorities and soured traditionally 
strong bilateral military-technical ties. Moscow has recently lost several large tenders 
on the delivery of weaponry to India, which used to be a major buyer of Russian-
made military equipment. 

Source: RIANOVOSTI, 19 September 

Naval Seaking Squadron on Cloud Nine 

Multirole Seaking helicopters, the old 
warhorses of the air arm of the Navy, are still 
pretty menacing, ranking among the top five 
naval choppers the world over. And the city-
based Southern Naval Command’s Seaking 
squadron — Indian Naval Air Squadron (INAS) 
336 a.k.a ‘Flaming Arrows’ — makes it a lot 
more special having won twin awards at the 
annual performance appraisal conducted by 
the Naval Headquarters. In a unique feat, the 
squadron bagged the ‘Best Naval Air 

Squadron’ and the ‘Best Training Squadron’ awards in a country-wide competition. 
At a ‘Naval Flight Safety Seminar’ held at Visakhapatnam recently, Vice Admiral 
Sunil Lanba, Chief of Staff of the Eastern Naval Command, handed over the 

http://http://en.ria.ru/mlitary_news/20120919/176052451.html
http://en.ria.ru/mlitary_news/20120919/176052451.html
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prestigious awards to Commander Rewant Kumar, Commanding Officer of the 
‘Flaming Arrows’. 

“It is a rare honour in recognition of the high standards maintained by the squadron,” 
Commander Kumar told The Hindu. INAS 336 operates two versions of the massive 
helicopter: on anti-submarine warfare and surveillance roles and as a commando 
carrier. The squadron’s choppers have been deployed in aid to civil power 
particularly on search and rescue operations, said Commander Kumar. When 
tragedy struck Sabarimala following a stampede at Pulmedu two seasons ago, the 
Seakings were pressed into service to airlift a disaster relief team comprising medics 
and paramedics to the site of the tragedy. 

The squadron, the alma mater of the entire Seaking aircrew of the Navy, meets the 
training and operational requirements of the Southern Naval Command. In the initial 
days after its raising, it was kept stand-by for operations from aboard India’s first 
aircraft carrier INS Vikrant. Over time, its role has been redefined and the squadron 
now provides conversion training to Seaking pilots and observers, naval air 
combatants. The existing fleet of Seakings, which recently underwent a life-
extension upgrade under the ‘Recovery’ programme, is armed to the teeth to take on 
surface and underwater targets. Its sensor suit, operated by observers, provides 
real-time intelligence to shore-based control rooms using data-link. The choppers 
also possess long-range communication capability. Commissioned in December, 
1974, the squadron is based at the naval air station INS Garuda, which also 
operates a variety of helicopters including the Advanced Light Helicopters and 
Chetaks. 

Source: The Hindu, 19 September 

Indian Navy inducts First Hydrography Catamaran 

India inducted a brand new catamaran-based 
hydrography survey ship, the first of its kind in 
its Navy. The indigenously-built ship was 
formally commissioned in to the Indian Navy 
by Western Naval Command Flag Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, Vice Admiral Shekhar 
Sinha at the Karwar Naval Base on 
Karnataka's coast on the Arabian Sea. 
Christened INS Makar, the warship was built 
at the Gujarat-based Alcock Ashdown 
shipyard and is a statement of the Indian 
warship building industry's potential. "The 

warship is a catamaran hydrographic survey vessel and is the first of its kind to be 
inducted in the Indian Navy," a Navy spokesperson said. 

"The ship has enhanced Indian Navy's already existing world-class sea and ocean 
survey capability," he said. The primary role of the ship is to undertake hydrographic 
surveys, required for production of nautical charts and publications aimed at 
improving navigational safety at sea. The hydrographic surveys carried out at seas 
help in preparation of sea route charts that aid ships in navigating through waters 

http://http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/article3914160.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/article3914160.ece
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closer to coasts. INS Makar is equipped with an array of modern surveying 
equipment and it can also undertake limited oceanographic surveys towards 
providing marine environmental data. The ship is propelled by four Cummins engines 
as well as two bow thrusters. The ship has two survey motor boats, the 
spokesperson said. The entire propulsion, navigational and power management 
packages of the vessel are integrated in a single state-of-art integrated platform 
management system. 

The ship's impressive equipment outfit for hydrographic survey includes autonomous 
underwater vehicles (AUVs) and remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) for closer 
investigations, advanced electronic positioning system, multi-beam swath sounding 
systems and sub-bottom profiler. It also has a full range of latest oceanographic and 
land survey equipment. The accommodation for the six officers and 44 sailors 
incorporates advanced ergonomic design and ensures crew comfort and space 
management. 

Source: TwoCircles.net, 21 September 

Indian Navy is poised for 35 per cent growth in next 15 Years 

Indian Navy is poised for a 35 per cent growth in the next 15 years, Vice Admiral B 
Kannan, Chief of Material, Integrated HQ-Ministry of Defence (Navy) said. "This 
would not only give ample opportunities to our industries to participate in the 
indigenous activities but also give them a chance to explore the emerging 
international market in our Maritime region", he said. After construction of indigenous 
warships was taken up at Mazagaon Dock in Mumbai, he said more than 100 ships 
were built at various shipyards. "We have more than 40 warships on order with 
various public and private shipyards and it has been our endeavour to progressively 
enhance their indigenous content", he said.  

Source: The Times of India, 21 September 

Indian Navy rescues missing Maldivian Vessel 

In a sign of goodwill and close ties between India and the Maldives, the Indian Navy 
has rescued a Maldivian boat with four people on board which had gone missing. 
"Rankuri, a 95-feet-long Maldivian mechanical boat, with four personnel on board, 
reported missing at sea off the southern coast of Maldives since September 17 was 
rescued by INS Shardul," the Navy said in a release. 

INS Shardul was despatched to locate the missing vessel on Sep 19 after a request 
from the Maldivian authorities, the Navy said. The Indian Navy ship is deployed close 
to Maldives to provide EEZ surveillance off Maldives. "The missing boat, estimated 
to be around 200 nautical miles south of Male, was located after an intensive search 
operation using the ship's helicopter. The boat's safe return to Maldives was ensured 
by providing the boat with necessary technical assistance," the Navy said. During the 
recent talks between the defence ministers of India and the Maldives in Male, the 
two countries decided to expand maritime cooperation. 

Source: TwoCircles.net, 21 September 
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Iran Closely monitors US-led Naval Drill in Persian Gulf 

A senior Iranian Navy commander said that Iran's Armed Forces fully are monitoring 
the naval exercises of the United States and its allies in the Persian Gulf, Press TV 
reported. The United States and its allies are performing the maneuvers in the 
Persian Gulf under the pretext of improving security but history has proven the 
falsehood of their claims, Second Rear Admiral Hossein Azad was quoted as saying. 
The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy along with the country's Naval 
Forces is closely monitoring moves by foreign forces in international waters, northern 
Indian Ocean, Strait of Hormuz and the Persian Gulf, said Azad, according to the 
report. 

He emphasized that only regional countries can safeguard security in the region. The 
United States and about 25 of its allies have started the largest-scale mine-sweeping 
exercise in the Persian Gulf, in a show of unity and defensive step to prevent Iran's 
attempt to block oil exports through the Strait of Hormuz. Iranian military officials 
have threatened to close the Strait of Hormuz in the face of mounting western 
pressure. 

Source: Xinhua, 21 September 

North Korea threatens Military Action amid Maritime Tension 

North Korea threatened unspecified military actions after South Korean Navy patrol 
boats fired warning shots to repel several Northern fishing boats that violated the 
western maritime border. South Korean patrol boats spotted six North Korean fishing 
vessels in southern waters in the Yellow Sea and fired warning shots to force them 
back. There were no casualties reported from the North korean fishing boats. 

Calling the warning shots an "adventurous military provocation," the North's Korean 
Central News Agency (KCNA) said, "The Southwestern Frontline Command stands 
ready for an operation order to turn the Yellow Sea into a trap for the enemy." The 
Korean-language KCNA report said North Korea has few options but to carry out 
"powerful attacks," insisting that the country's front-line troops know no limits for 
retaliation. 

The maritime border in the Yellow Sea, commonly called the Northern Limit Line 
(NLL), is the scene of several bloody naval skirmishes between the two Koreas. 
Most recently in March, 2010, North Korea torpedoed a South Korean warship in the 
area, killing 46 sailors. It was the first time in two years that South Korea has used 
military power to repel intruding North Korean fishing boats. The area is rich in crabs 
and other pricey fish. When its Navy boats took action against the North Korean 
fishing boats, South Korea's military also deployed a fighter jet, a military source 
said. 

"When the Navy fired warning shots, a joint force was standing ready and an F-15K 
fighter jet was deployed as part of the force," the source, said asking for anonymity 
as he is not allowed to talk about military information. "If North Korea's military 
launches provocations near the NLL, we will operate the joint forces to promptly and 

http://http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/world/2012-09/21/c_131865824.htm
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sternly respond." The F-15K fighter was equipped with air-to-surface and air-to-air 
missiles, the source noted. 

Seoul and Washington have subsequently allocated additional intelligence gathering 
assets but there were no unusual moves by North Korea's military forces in the area, 
the source said. Pyongyang does not recognize the NLL, arguing it was unilaterally 
drawn by the U.S.-led United Nations forces at the conclusion of the 1950-53 Korean 
War that ended in a truce. It has demanded that a new border be drawn farther 
south. South Korea's military also said that another North Korean fishing boat 
crossed into the southern side of the NLL. "The North Korean fishing vessel crossed 
the NLL by about 400 meters in the morning," a military official said. "The vessel 
immediately retreated into the northern side after getting a warning sign from our 
Navy." He said the Korean military is on a high alert to stave off further intrusion by 
North Korean fishing boats. 

Source: The Korea Times, 22 September 

India, Russia to discuss Gorshkov Issue 

Delay in the delivery of aircraft carrier Admiral Gorshkov to Indian Navy by Russia 
will be discussed at a meeting of defence ministers of the two countries to be held 
here in the first week of October. The delivery schedule of the already much-delayed 
warship slipped further after it encountered engine malfunctions during sea trials in 
Russia and is now expected to be delivered in the second half of next year. During 
the meeting of the India Russia Inter-governmental Commission on Military-
Technical Cooperation (IR-IGMTC) next month, the issue will come up for 
discussion, Navy officials said here.  

In Moscow, Russian Defence Minister Anatoly Serdyukov told news agency RIA 
Novosti that the carrier issue will be discussed between the two sides next month. 
"We plan to discuss our further cooperation in this project with our Indian colleagues 
at a meeting of the Russian-Indian intergovernmental commission on military- 
technical cooperation which will be held in Delhi in early October," he said.  

The ship, rechristened ‘Vikramaditya’, was scheduled for commissioning into Indian 
Navy by December 04 this year but Russian media reports have suggested that it 
would now be delivered only in October 2013. Navy officials said so far Russian 
officials have not communicated the extent of damage caused to the warship due to 
the malfunctioning of the boilers.  

They said India is expected to ask the Russian side to hand over the carrier to the 
Indian side within the stipulated delivery schedule and carry out the required 
overhauls within that time frame. When asked if India could levy penalties on the 
Russian side for failing to stick to delivery schedules, Indian Navy officials said so far 
there was no official intimation from the Russian side on this issue of delay in 
delivery and any step in that direction can be considered only after that.  

They, however, said as per the Defence Procurement Procedure, the Defence 
Ministry can levy such penalties if there are major slippages in delivery schedules. 
India, which has a fairly large component of foreign military hardware, is also working 

http://http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2012/09/120_120608.html
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towards building an indigenous aircraft carrier which is also delayed by three to four 
years due to various problems. The deal for the aircraft carrier was signed in 2004 
but the price of the ship was renegotiated and later put at USD 2.3 billion after 
repeated cost revision demands by the Russian side for repair and overhaul.  

The ship will be part of Indian Navy's plans to operate an aircraft carrier in each of its 
two seaboards. At the moment, its only operational aircraft carrier is INS Viraat, 
which is in the last leg of its service after having gone through several upgrades. 
Admiral Gorshkov was a Kiev class aircraft carrier laid down in 1978 at Nikolayev 
South in Ukraine, launched in 1982, and commissioned in 1987. 

Source: Zee News, 23 September 

Japan, Australia to Enhance Maritime Security amid Island Disputes 

Japanese Defense Minister Satoshi Morimoto met his Australian counterpart 
Stephen Smith in Tokyo and discussed the need to step up maritime security with 
the involvement of the United States, Japanese media reported. Morimoto said 
Japan had been struggling to deal with Chinese and Taiwanese vessels approaching 
its Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea staking claims over the islands. He also 
said Japan was seeking ways to maintain stable ties with China despite the 
provocations. 

Smith said Japan and Australia are maritime nations, and should secure sea lanes 
based on international law. Australia will not take sides in territorial disputes in East 
Asia, but hopes for an amicable, peaceful and legal solution, he added. Smith also 
promised efforts to urge China to be a "positive, constructive member of the 
international community," the reports said. Meanwhile, Japanese Foreign Minister 
Koichiro Gemba called for resolution of territorial disputes trough the UN backed 
International Court of Justice (ICJ).Addressing a high-level meeting on the rule of law 
held at the U.N. headquarters in New York, Gemba said in the world today countries 
must deal with many causes of tension, such as territorial disputes, but the global 
community should strive to find ways to resolve these issues peacefully based on the 
rule of law. He stressed the role of the ICJ as a means of dealing with such disputes. 
Gemba said all states should recognize the international court's compulsory 
jurisdiction. This requires all declaring states to jointly file a suit when the other side 
proposes to do so. 

Japan and South Korea, two staunch US allies in the Asia-Pacific, are presently at 
odds over the sovereignty of the Takeshima islands in the Sea of Japan. Last month, 
Japan proposed to South Korea that they jointly bring the case before the ICJ. 
However, South Korea does not recognize the court's compulsory jurisdiction and 
rejected the proposal. In yet another development, the Japanese government filed 
an objection at the United Nations over China's application to amend the maritime 
maps. China presented a new chart to the U.N. on September 13 showing a 
territorial baseline extending beyond the disputed Senkaku Islands in the East China 
Sea. Japanese Foreign Ministry officials said they submitted a document objecting to 
China's application. Senkakus historically and legally belong to Japan, and the 
country cannot accept China's claim to the maritime territory, the document said. 

http://http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/india-russia-to-discuss-gorshkov-issue_801340.html
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Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda is expected to call for a resolution of territorial issues 
based on international laws when he addresses the U.N. General Assembly. 

Source: RTT News, 25 September 

China Gets First Aircraft Carrier as Japan Spat Grows 

China on commissioned its first aircraft 
carrier amid an escalating tussle with 
Japan over the ownership of disputed 
islands in the East China Sea. The carrier 
would primarily be used for testing 
purposes but it will also help defend “the 
interests of state sovereignty, security and 
development,” the country’s defence 
ministry said. Chinese president Hu Jintao 
and PM Wen Jiabao attended the 
commissioning ceremony highlighting the 

political importance attached to the 990-feet Soviet-era acquisition. The launch at the 
Dalian port makes China the last of the five-member UN Security Council to own an 
aircraft carrier.  

A total of 10 countries own such giant ships while others are set to enter the club. 
India’s efforts to acquire an aircraft carrier from Russia have been delayed by five 
months. The carrier, rebuilt from Soviet ship Varyag, was renamed ‘Liaoning’ — 
named after a Chinese province liberated from Japan in 1945 — and underwent 
years of refitting to install engines, weapons, as well as a year-long sea trial. “The 
delivery and commission of the first carrier is a milestone in the PLA’s history and 
embodies a major achievement of China’s weaponry and equipment development, 
as well as its national defence modernization,” Wen said. The Liaoning enters naval 
service on a day Beijing published a white paper to assert its “indisputable 
sovereignty” over the Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands, which is currently under Japanese 
control. Japan fired water cannons on dozens of fishing boats from Taiwan that tried 
to approach the islands to show their solidarity towards China. “The delivery and 
commission of the Liaoning is just a small step of China’s aircraft carrier programme 
and there is a long way to go before we have a powerful Navy,” the ship’s 
commander captain Zhang Zheng was quoted by official Xinhua news agency.  

The Chinese Navy did not disclose the type of aircrafts that will be operated from the 
carrier. But the media had earlier indicated that the Sukhoi-30 aircraft, renamed as J-
15, would carry out ‘circuits and landing approach’ trials. Questions have been raised 
by Indian and other foreign experts about the carrier’s capabilities. Kamlesh Kumar 
Agnihotri of the New Delhi-based National Maritime Foundation has expressed 
doubts about the capability of China’s J-15 aircraft to effectively operate out of the 
carrier. “While the carrier may be ‘floating’ and ‘moving’, the ultimate aim would lie in 
achieving the most vital milestone of ‘being able to fight’. Therein lies the major 
challenge in transforming Varyag into a quintessential fighting machine,” Agnihotri 
said. 

Source: The Times of India, 26 September 

http://http://www.rttnews.com/1971631/japan-australia-to-enhance-maritime-security-amid-island-disputes.aspx?type=gn&Node=B1
http://http://epaper.timesofindia.com/Default/Scripting/ArticleWin.asp?From=Archive&Source=Page&Skin=TOINEW&BaseHref=CAP/2012/09/26&PageLabel=22&EntityId=Ar02201&ViewMode=HTML
http://www.rttnews.com/1971631/japan-australia-to-enhance-maritime-security-amid-island-disputes.aspx?type=gn&Node=B1
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/Default/Scripting/ArticleWin.asp?From=Archive&Source=Page&Skin=TOINEW&BaseHref=CAP/2012/09/26&PageLabel=22&EntityId=Ar02201&ViewMode=HTML
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China Rejects Russian Blame for Carrier Snags 

China has denied Russian claims that 
Chinese firebricks were to blame for boiler 
failures in the Russian-refitted Indian 
Navy aircraft carrier Vikramaditya, which 
suffered propulsion problems during sea 
trials in the Barents Sea last month, local 
daily Beitsin Chenbao reported, quoting 
Defense Minister Yan Yujun. "We 
checked this, and found that Chinese 
enterprises which make such firebricks for 
naval propulsion systems have never 
exported such products to Russia," Yan 
said. 

Earlier this month, Russian media reports, quoting Andrei Dyachkov, President of 
United Russian Shipbuilding Corporation which refitted the carrier, claimed the ship's 
boilers had been damaged due to failures in the brick insulation separating them 
from the ship's structure. The shipyard used "sub-standard Chinese firebricks," 
Dyachkov said. Another official involved in preparing the Vikramaditya for sea trials, 
claimed the reason for the boilers’ failure was India refused to use asbestos to 
protect the structure around the boilers from heat, fearing that the material was 
dangerous for the crew. He said the boilers’ designer had to use firebrick, which 
proved not sufficiently heatproof. 

The Vikramaditya was to have been handed over to India on December 4 after the 
sea trials following a much-delayed refit that has gone massively over-budget. The 
deadline has now been postponed again until October 2013, and the cost of the new 
repairs to the boilers has not been revealed. The boiler problem is the latest in a 
string of hold-ups in the refit of the ship, in a defense deal that has turned into a 
shipwreck of its own, going way over budget and being repeatedly delayed. India 
and Russia signed a $947 million dollar deal in 2005 for the purchase of the carrier, 
formerly the Russian Navy's Admiral Gorshkov, but delivery has already been 
delayed twice, pushing up the cost of refurbishing the carrier to $2.3 billion. 

Source: RIANOVOSTI, 28 September 

Former Navy chief Nirmal Verma named envoy to Canada 

Former naval chief Nirmal Verma has been appointed India's new high commissioner 
to Canada. Verma's appointment was cleared by the President after PMO 
recommended his name. Verma's appointment is interesting because the external 
affairs ministry had earlier recommended additional Secretary Basant Gupta's name 
for the position. Gupta, who heads the passport and visa division of MEA, is said to 
be close to foreign minister SM Krishna. He played a key role in implementing 
Krishna's initiative to open Passport Seva Kendras across the country. 

Source: Times of India, 28 September 

http://http://en.ria.ru/mlitary_news/20120928/176280681.html
http://http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-09-28/india/34147009_1_nirmal-verma-new-high-commissioner-passport-seva-kendras
http://en.ria.ru/mlitary_news/20120928/176280681.html
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-09-28/india/34147009_1_nirmal-verma-new-high-commissioner-passport-seva-kendras
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380 Navy officers, Sailors to be deployed at Vizag Base 

Defence Ministry has approved the deployment of more than 380 officers and sailors 
of the Navy at its base in Vishakhapatnam for enabling round-the-clock operations at 
the military and civilian airport there. Defence Ministry has sanctioned additional 
manpower of 24 officers, 356 sailors and 27 civilians for INS Dega at 
Vishakhapatnam for ensuring that the airport is operational on a 24X7 basis. 

The airport, which is under the Navy, is operational only for 12-hours every day at 
present and there is an increasing demand for extending the flying hours in both civil 
and military spheres. Recently, Minister of State for Defence M M Pallam Raju had 
said that his Ministry has given its nod for operation of international flights from the 
Vishakhapatanam airport which is under the control of the Navy. He said the timing 
of flight operations has been extended by three hours and international flights will 
start operating from October 1. 

Source: Business Standard, 28 September 

Navies Tightened Traditional Links 

The Republic of Korea Naval Ship Wang Goen was on a goodwill visit to Mumbai 
from September 25 to 27. The ship was under the command of Captain Kum Ju 
Yeong and had crew of 306 personnel. The Ship returned to South Korea after 
completing Anti Piracy Deployment in the Gulf of Aden.  

Defence officials said that during her stay, the ship's crew interacted with the Indian 
Naval hierarchy of Headquarters of Western Naval Command (HQWNC). The 
Commanding Officer Wang Goen and Defence Attache, ROK called on Vice Admiral 
P Murugesan, AVSM, VSM, Chief of Staff, HQWNC. Several social, professional and 
cultural events for the visiting Korean Naval personnel were also organized during 
the visit. Officials said that the Indian Navy has had traditional links with the Republic 
of Korea Navy and both Navies share converging views on naval operations 
including Maritime Security. Wang Goen visit would further strengthen the existing 
bond between the two Navies. 

Source: Times of India, 29 September 

Obama Blocks China's Second-Richest Man from Owning Wind Farm near 
Secret Navy Base 

President Obama made a fascinating move by issuing an executive order prohibiting 
a Chinese company from owning and operating a wind farm near the Naval 
Weapons Systems Training Facility in Boardman, Ore. The base is said to be home 
to a fleet of unmanned drones and planes specializing in electronic warfare. The 
order marks the first time in 22 years that a president has scotched the foreign 
acquisition of a business in the U.S. In his executive order, the president stated that 
“there is credible evidence” that the ownership group, comprising Ralls Corporation, 
the Sany Group, and a group of Chinese nationals, “might take action that threatens 
to impair the national security of the United States.”  

http://http://www.business-standard.com/generalnews/news/380-navy-officers-sailors-to-be-deployed-at-vizag-base/62110/
http://http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Navies-tightened-traditional-links/articleshow/16600999.cms
http://www.business-standard.com/generalnews/news/380-navy-officers-sailors-to-be-deployed-at-vizag-base/62110/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Navies-tightened-traditional-links/articleshow/16600999.cms
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The Sany Group is controlled by China’s second-richest man, Liang Wengen, who 
has recently been appointed to the Central Committee of China’s Communist Party. 
In our most recent tally of global billionaires, Forbes estimated his net worth at $8.1 
billion. This move has been brewing for awhile. The Navy had voiced objections to 
the proximity of the wind farm to its base months ago. And Ralls had earlier sued the 
U.S. Government for blocking the project, for which it was hoping to collect $25 
million in federal renewable energy tax credits. Ralls dropped the lawsuit a week 
ago. The company has acquired two other wind projects, in Massachusetts and 
Texas — neither of which appear to have drawn the objection of the feds. 

The president didn’t just order the Chinese group to divest the assets, but to remove 
“all items, structures, or other physical objects or installations of any kind (including 
concrete foundations) that the Companies or persons on behalf of the Companies 
have stockpiled, stored, deposited, installed or affixed thereon.” Neither the 
presidential order, nor a statement from the Treasury Department detailed any 
particular threats that the Chinese companies pose to the Navy base. But it’s not 
hard to imagine that the Chinese government could seek to install surveillance 
devices inside the turbine towers with the intent of watching drone flights or listening 
to base communications. 

No matter how nice a guy Liang Wengen might be, it seems a wise move not to give 
the Chinese government a listening post just outside a base full of military secrets. 
Liang founded Sany in 1987 and made his fortune building cranes and heavy 
construction equipment that has helped enable China’s building boom. There are a 
couple of other Chinese companies that will view this presidential move with great 
interest. China’s state-controlled oil company CNOOC is seeking to buy Canada’s 
Nexen, and needs U.S. approval to take over Nexen fields in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Wanxiang Group is also vying to acquire battery company A123 Systems. If wind 
turbines could serve as communist listening posts, might Nexen’s offshore oil 
platforms or drilling rigs pose a similar threat? Maybe. But Chinese secret agents 
could just as easily outfit a high-rise apartment building with surveillance gear. Let’s 
hope the action against Sany and Ralls is a one-off and not the precursor to political 
contretemps. 

Source: Forbes, 29 September 

 

Freeing Coastal Shipping 

The Government’s decision to liberalise the law that currently prevents foreign 
vessels to carry cargo between domestic ports (Cabotage regulations) is a welcome 
move, as it presages greater internal competition for coastal shipping. True, such 
relaxation, for now, would apply only in respect of cargo moving in and out of the 
container terminal at Vallarpadam in Kochi. Further, the cargo has to clearly 
emanate from a port outside India or, if sourced from a domestic port, its ultimate 
destination is abroad. 

The Government had really little choice in the matter. Its efforts at drawing greater 
volume of cargo away from transhipment ports such as Colombo, Singapore or 

http://http://www.forbes.com/sites/christopherhelman/2012/09/29/obama-blocks-chinas-second-richest-man-from-owning-wind-farm-near-secret-navy-base/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/christopherhelman/2012/09/29/obama-blocks-chinas-second-richest-man-from-owning-wind-farm-near-secret-navy-base/
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Dubai had met with limited success until Vallarpadam came along. At present, a 
large volume of India’s containerised export and import cargo gets trans-shipped 
through these ports. Colombo alone handles an estimated two million TEUs (twenty-
foot-equivalent) out of the country’s annual container throughput of 10 million TEUs. 
A transhipment terminal caters to large ‘mother’ ships, which would call at these 
ports only if there are feeder vessels to deliver and fetch cargo to and from nearby 
destinations. Since the domestic lines do not have adequate capacity, the volume of 
cargo handled at Vallarpadam became a casualty. It is in this context that the 
promoters of the project have been seeking exemption from Cabotage regulations 
for permitting foreign ships to offer such feeder services. As a pioneer project 
involving private capital, the success of Vallarpadam would have sent the right 
signals for attracting fresh investments into this sector. Hence, the Government has 
now conceded the demand, albeit for a three-year period. 

But allowing foreign feeder vessels to move transhipment cargo between 
Vallarpadam and other ports is only the start of what should eventually lead to a 
complete relaxation of the Cabotage regulations. With a 7,500-km coast line, the 
country ought to be using it much more for hauling its internal cargo, given that the 
seaway – unlike rail or highways – does not have to be ‘built’ or maintained beyond a 
point. It is a pity that coastal shipping accounts for hardly 7 per cent of local freight 
movement in India, compared with 15 per cent in the US or 40 per cent-plus in the 
European Union. There is no harm at all in opening up this sector to foreign lines, if 
they are in a position to exploit and develop its potential. Protecting domestic ship-
owners cannot be a reason for not promoting this low-cost, eco-friendly and fuel-
efficient mode of moving goods. It is for the domestic lines to build capacities for 
operating coastal container services that can give long-haul truckers or even 
container trains a run for their money. 

Source: The Hindu, 11 September 

South Korea Calls for Close Cooperation with Norway on Arctic Shipping 
Routes 

President Lee Myung-bak hopes South Korea and Norway will work closely together 
to break open Arctic sea routes, saying such new shipping lanes will significantly 
boost economic exchanges between Asia and Europe. Establishing new shipping 
routes over the Arctic, which are opening as ice continues to melt, is a key agenda 
item for Lee's trip to Norway. Officials said Arctic lanes will cut travel distances by 
about 40 percent from the existing roundabout routes, and will serve as a fresh 
impetus for Northeast Asian economies. "It takes about 30 days to go from South 
Korea to Europe by ship, but if Arctic routes are created, I think travel time will be 
halved," Lee said during a roundtable discussion with business leaders of the two 
countries. "If that happens, economic exchanges between Europe and Asia will 
become very brisk. In particular, if Norway cooperates with us, Asian routes will be 
established, which will be very good for its future," he said. 

Norway is South Korea's biggest trading partner in northern Europe. Earlier, Lee 
delivered a peace speech at the University of Oslo, where he indirectly urged Japan 
to learn from Europe and resolve grievances over its colonial rule of Korea, including 
the issue of Japan's sexual enslavement of Korean women for its troops. The 

http://http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/editorial/article3885650.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/editorial/article3885650.ece?homepage=true
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parliamentary leaders noted that economic and trade ties as well as high-level 
exchanges between the two sides have steadily risen and expressed hope that 
substantial cooperation will expand to such areas as ocean resource development 
and Arctic-related cooperation, the presidential office said. 

Source: The Korea Times, 12 September 

Ship-Breakers to Gain from Lull in Global Shipping 

The domestic ship-breaking industry is expected to benefit from the lull in global 
shipping activity caused by excess supply, says a report by the ratings agency ICRA. 
“The domestic ship-breaking yards should remain busy in the medium term as the 
global shipping market fundamentals are unlikely to materially improve,” the agency 
said.  

The report attributes the optimism to the heavy orders placed in the period leading to 
2008 global credit crisis and the resultant slowdown in charters once the global 
recession began, which led to more ships being available for dismantling annually 
than in the past 20 years. According to an estimate, the country’s shipyards 
dismantled 400 ships last fiscal, Icra said, without giving any outlook for the same. 

ICRA, which has 25 ship-breakers under rating, said the combined revenues of 
these companies more than doubled to Rs 900 crore in FY11 from Rs 400 crore in 
FY09.  

However, it also warned about the rising competition from China threatening the 
dominance of domestic ship-breaking yards, concentrated in Alang and Sosiya in 
Gujarat and Maharashtra and Bengal. Ship-breaking yards in China and some other 
Southeast countries of late have been increasingly gaining a foothold in the industry.  

Till now, the domestic ship-breaking industry, which grew manifold after the 1991 
liberalisation, has benefited from favourable geographic conditions like wind and tidal 
movements. Additionally, any further rupee depreciation which has been witnessing 
high volatility since the past one year or so, sliding steel prices and increase in 
interest costs, will be some of the key risks for the segment, it said. 

In the long term, the over capacity in domestic steel production, which may pull down 
steel prices, is also a risk for the segment, the agency report said. The regulatory 
risks for the segment, which has for long been a target of multiple judicial, 
governmental and non-governmental agencies for pollution and employees’ health-
related issues, continue to be a detrimental factor.  

“The Supreme Court recently passed an order requiring stricter implementation of 
ship-breaking norms in view of the environmental and health hazards. This as well 
as any other proposed regulation could entail events-based risks for the players and 
may affect their competitiveness,” ICRA senior vice-president and corporate ratings 
co-head K Ravichandran, said in the note. 

Source: The Hindu, 30 September 

http://http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2012/09/116_119713.html
http://http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/logistics/article3951381.ece
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2012/09/116_119713.html
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/logistics/article3951381.ece
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Where have all the Fish gone? 

-- Ananda Banerjee   

Well before dawn, at around half 
past two, the little fishing boat set off 
from Nagapattinam in Tamil Nadu. 
Satya Raja, Ravi Chandran, and 
Bamaswami were going fishing for 
sardines and this writer was going 
with them. Between June and 
September, there’s usually a rich 
harvest of Indian oil sardines 
(sardinella longiceps) to be had off 
the coast of Tamil Nadu. There are 
14 species of sardines in the seas 
around India but the six-inch-long oil 
sardine accounts for 16% of the 
country’s total marine fish production. 

The other 13 species, together termed lesser sardines, make up about 3-7% of the 
total. 

As we drift along in pursuit of the oil sardine, mathi in Tamil, the fishermen seem to 
know exactly where we are in the inky blackness. Without the benefit of sonar, they 
are aware of which boats are around them and how far away. They are looking for a 
place to cast their nets, away from the trawlers although that fight has already been 
lost. (A few hours later, when we return to shore at around seven in the morning, all 
we have to show for our efforts is a small bucketful of fish. Small boats that are 
ferrying back fish from larger trawlers are brimming with the day’s catch.) 

There are 3.5 million fishermen in 3,000 villages along India’s 8,129 km coastline 
and their stories aren’t very different from that of Raja, Chandran and Bamaswami: 
their catch, even in high season, is dwindling, threatening the livelihood of an 
estimated 15 million people dependent on sea fishing. The depletion of fish stocks 
and destruction of marine habitat in India is widely acknowledged, caused among 
other things, and especially, by mechanized overfishing by trawlers in the continental 
shelf—the sea bed adjacent to the shore. The continental shelf around India spans 
530,000 sq. km in area, of which 71% is in the Arabian Sea and 29% in the Bay of 
Bengal. 

According to marine scientists, overfishing is the biggest threat to marine 
ecosystems. The economic and ecological cost has been detailed in reports by the 
United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) such as Too Few 
Fish and The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture; award winning 
documentaries such as End of the Line and the new Greenpeace report Safeguard 
or Squander. Some 90% of India’s fish resources have been estimated at or above 
maximum sustainable levels of exploitation. 
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Then, everyone’s known this for some time. Only, there’s big money at stake here. 
India’s fish exports generated a record $2.86 billion (Rs.12,901.47 crore; 813,091 
tonnes) in 2010-11, up 34% in dollar terms from the previous year. This is set to rise 
to $6 billion by 2015, according to the Planning Commission working group on 
development and management of fisheries and aquaculture for the 12th Five-Year 
Plan (2012-2017). 

As opposed to the dire warnings issued by scientific, activist, and environmental 
groups, the Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA) has a more 
sanguine outlook. Against an estimated fishery potential of 3.9 million tonnes (mt), 
only 2.6 mt has been tapped, it says. Its aim is to double jobs in the fishing and fish 
processing sector by 2015, increase exports to 2 mt and make India one of the top 
five seafood exporting countries in the world. 

The fisheries sector is likely to grow around 6% on average per year during the 12th 
Five-Year Plan, according to the Planning Commission working group. At this growth 
rate, total fish production is targeted at 11.58 mt by 2016-17. To achieve this growth, 
the sector will require Rs.6,000 crore in the Plan period. At the current exploitation 
rate, the marine resource potential of India’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ), which 
stretches for 200 nautical miles (nm) from the shore line, is 4.24 mt, according to the 
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI). 

The seas around India harbour 1,707 species of fish, of which just around 200 are 
commercially significant. According to CMFRI, areas around the seashore have been 
exploited almost barely sustainable levels, while contributions from the deep-sea are 
insignificant. Thomas Kocherry, one of the founders of the National Fishworkers’ 
Forum (NFF) and a social activist who’s critical of globalization, says the spectacular 
growth in the industry hasn’t benefitted fishing communities. “Instead of protecting 
the common good, government policies are only helping a few to get richer at the 
expense of traditional fishermen who continue to live in poverty,” he said. “Rather 
than subsidizing corporations it should subsidize independent fishermen community.” 
He’s referring to subsidies on fuel and aquaculture, apart from motorization of 
traditional craft. 

Activist group Greenpeace concurs. “At the heart of the plight of India’s traditional 
fisheries is the clash of worlds; government led, top down, capital intensive,” Ashish 
Fernandes and Sanjiv Gopal wrote in a Greenpeace report. “Industrial mechanized 
fishing methods are destroying labour intensive, employment generating, 
small/medium scale fisheries that have sustained millions of fisher folk for 
generations.” 

Gujarat emerged as the leading harvester of marine fish in the country in 2009-2010, 
followed by Kerala, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. Bharat Patel, general secretary of 
the Machimar Adhikar Sangharsh Sanghathan in Kutch, doesn’t believe the growth 
figures. “There is hardly any fish to catch these days, and whatever we catch after 
repeated attempts is smaller and smaller specimens,” Patel said. “A lot of fish 
species have disappeared, especially sharks.” 

Patel is also worried about the industrialization of Gujarat’s coast and has a list of 
600 factories being set up in and around Kutch, which he said would ruin things for 
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people like him. His sentiments are echoed by Julian Teelar, deputy chief executive 
of the South Indian Federation of Fishermen Societies (SIFFS), Kochi. With fish 
harder to find, fishermen are venturing deeper into the sea and endangering 
themselves. He cited the deaths of two local fishermen, Valentine Gelastine and 
Ajesh Binki, who were shot by marines of the Italian ship Enrica Lexie in February. 
The marines, who are under arrest in Kochi, have said they mistook the fishermen 
for pirates. 

The species that are overfished include shrimp along the entire Indian coast, 
Bombay duck and pomfret off Maharashtra and Gujarat, and shark, catfish, mackerel, 
sciaenids, pomfret, squid and cuttlefish off the south-west and south-east coasts, 
according to study by M. Srinath and N.G.K. Pillai of CMFRI. Catch rates of these 
heavily exploited species are declining rapidly. But CMFRI director G.S. Rao isn’t 
worried. “These trends of less fish catch are merely cyclic events,” he said. “There 
are years where you will land more fish and then there are some lean years. 
Moreover, we haven’t adequately harnessed our deep sea resources.” 

The Planning Commission wants changes to the law to prevent trawlers from 
decimating fish stocks. “Intensive trawling and other harmful practices have 
adversely affected the benthic ecology and biodiversity,” said the Planning 
Commission working group. “In India an estimated 3.5 lakh tonnes of low-value catch 
is landed by trawl fisheries annually. From resource conservation and sustainability 
point of view, the resource damage happening by non-selective trawl catch is 
increasing in alarming proportions,” the report said. Marine Fishing Regulation Act 
(MFRA) needs to be strengthened to reduce this “and promote resource 
conservation”, the report added. There are other challenges as well. 

One of the greatest long-term threats to the viability of fisheries is the continuing loss 
of marine, estuarine, and other aquatic habitats. Destruction of natural habitats 
through deforestation of mangroves and reclamation of land has substantially 
reduced fish breeding and nursing grounds. Inadequate regulatory and management 
norms have made things worse. 

According to the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), the world’s 
ability to meet demand for fish from natural fish stocks has reached its peak and is 
now declining. In 2020, production will rely less on natural stocks and more on 
aquaculture and enhanced stocks, but it will take at least another 25 years beyond 
that before aquaculture meets the majority of the world’s fish needs. 

Recreational fishing too has suffered. “Forget the big fish, we don’t even get to catch 
shrimp and mackerel,” said Daniel Mosses, who’s sought out by anglers in Goa 
looking for fish such as groupers, barracudas, snapper or giant kingfish. “There is no 
black pomfret either. Fifteen years ago, we use to catch so much fish that people use 
to throw them back into the water. Now trawlers operate 24x7. Continuous bull and 
bottom trawling within 5 km off the shore has destroyed eggs, the ocean floor, 
everything.” 

In bull and bottom trawling, a net is suspended vertically between two boats which 
then rake it across the sea bed. Fishermen in Calangute and Baga echo Mosses. 
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Trawler owners are rich businessmen with political links who look only at profit and 
not sustainability, they said. They don’t comply with the rules, they said. Despite a 
ban, trawlers continue to operate near the shore, especially during the breeding 
season, they complained. 

A trawler owner in Visakhapatnam, who didn’t want to be identified, admits the big 
vessels break the rules. “As per the coastal states’ Fisheries Act, vessels up to 15 
metres (m) in length can fish from three nautical miles (nm) to 12 nm. All vessels 
above 15 m are to fish beyond 12 nm up to 200 nm, our EEZ. But very few vessels 
venture beyond 50 nm, technically ignoring harvesting deep sea resources.” 

That’s allowing others to fish in that space, according to government officials and 
local fishermen, some of whom claim trawlers from Thailand and Taiwan are taking 
advantage. Mint wasn’t able to verify this independently. There was no response to 
emails sent to the two embassies. Another trawler owner who too did not want to be 
identified suggested using a different fishing method may conserve stocks. “The 
future is good for long-line fishing which is environment friendly,” this person said, 
referring to a method in which baited hooks are attached to lines that trail in the 
water. There is some controversy however that the method can lead to juveniles 
being caught. 

“The future lies in harvesting the deep sea resources since we have over-fished our 
coastal waters,” he added. 

Meanwhile, marine ecology will be the main focus of interest at the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) to be held in October in Hyderabad by the ministry of 
environment and forests. In the runup to the event, M.F. Farooqui, special secretary 
in the environment ministry and in charge of matters related to CBD, released a 
Greenpeace report on Identifying Consersevation Needs in India’s Offshore 
Waters on 21 August. The report is a biodiversity atlas of the Indian waters in the 
EEZ and presents geographic information system (GIS) data on oceanic species and 
habitats, sea grass, seamounts and marine megafauna. 

“The issue of marine conservation will be in spotlight at CBD,” Farooqui said. “We 
need to ensure that our marine biodiversity is protected.” While government officials 
recognize the need for conservation, the mood among India’s traditional fishing 
communities is one of despair, according to environmentalist Peeyush Sekhsaria. 
“There is an old saying along the coast: Fish in the sea and hope in the household.” 
“Today we have very little hope left.” 

Source: Mint, 13 September 

EU Backs tougher Ship-Fuel Sulphur limits, enacting IMO Accords 

The European Union set stricter limits for sulphur in ship fuel, enacting International 
Maritime Organization agreements to fight air pollution. The European Parliament 
voted to reduce sulphur in fuel used by all vessels in EU waters other than the Baltic 
Sea, the North Sea and the English Channel to 0.5 percent in 2020 from as much as 
3.5 percent currently. The assembly also incorporated an IMO accord that will lower 

http://http://www.livemint.com/Politics/3usFHey2P3iQFnAn0L1SxO/Where-have-all-the-fish-gone.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/3usFHey2P3iQFnAn0L1SxO/Where-have-all-the-fish-gone.html
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sulphur in fuel used by all ships in the Baltic Sea, the North Sea and the English 
Channel to 0.1 percent in 2015 from 1 percent now. 

“I really hope that these new rules will be a boost to greener shipping in Europe,” 
said Satu Hassi, a Finnish member who steered the draft legislation through the 27-
nation EU assembly in Strasbourg, France. The bloc’s national governments have 
already signalled support for the law after blocking a more ambitious crackdown on 
maritime pollution that the Parliament initially sought, making their final approval a 
formality in coming weeks. The EU is curbing sulphur-dioxide emissions blamed for 
illnesses including asthma, bronchitis and heart disease and environmental damage 
such as the disintegration of buildings. Ship emissions of sulphur dioxide in EU areas 
will surpass European land-based discharges of the pollutant by 2020 without further 
action, according to the bloc. 

Source: Business Week, 11September  

Arctic Sea Ice thaw may be accelerated by Oil, Shipping 

Local pollution in the Arctic from shipping 
and oil and gas industries, which have 
expanded in the region due to a thawing 
of sea ice caused by global warming, 
could further accelerate that thaw, 
experts say. The United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP) said there 
was an urgent need to calculate risks of 
local pollutants such as soot, or "black 
carbon", in the Arctic. Soot darkens ice, 
making it soak up more of the sun's heat 
and quickening a melt. 

Companies such as Shell, which gave up a push to find oil this year in the Chukchi 
Sea as the winter closed in, Exxon or Statoil say they are using the cleanest 
available technologies. But the risks of even small amounts of pollution on the Arctic 
Ocean, emitted near ice with little dispersal by winds, have not been fully assessed. 
"A lot of the concerns need urgent evaluation," said Nick Nuttall, spokesman of 
Naibori-based UNEP, referring to issues such as flaring of gas or fuels used by 
vessels in the Arctic. "There is a grim irony here that as the ice melts...humanity is 
going for more of the natural resources fuelling this meltdown," he said. Large 
amounts of soot in the Arctic come from more distant sources such as forest fires or 
industry. The extent of sea ice on the Arctic Ocean has shrunk this summer to the 
smallest since satellite records began in the 1970s, eclipsing a 2007 low. The melt is 
part of a long-term retreat blamed by a U.N. panel on man-made global warming, 
caused by use of fossil fuels. 

"We're working to get a better documentation of the risks of black carbon in the 
Arctic," said Lars-Otto Reiersen, head of the Arctic Monitoring and Assessment 
Program (AMAP), part of the Arctic Council. An AMAP report last year said that 
"regulation of black carbon production from all sources, especially those resulting 
locally from activities in the Arctic, is required at all scales." 

http://http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-09-11/eu-backs-tougher-ship-fuel-sulfur-limits-enacting-imo-accords
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-09-11/eu-backs-tougher-ship-fuel-sulfur-limits-enacting-imo-accords
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400 FIELDS 

More than 400 oil and gas fields within the Arctic region were developed by 2007, 
according to AMAP, mostly in West Siberia in Russia and in Alaska. Most of the 
undiscovered oil and gas is now estimated to be offshore. Soot is an extra problem 
for planners, adding to risks such as of an oil blowout or a shipwreck. The U.N.'s 
International Maritime Organization is trying to work out a new "Polar Code" that 
might tighten everything from emissions to hull standards. 

Still, for shipping, use of the Arctic route may be less damaging overall in terms of 
global warming, including soot, since it is a short-cut between some Atlantic and 
Pacific ports. That means ships burn much less fuel on the route. "We are working 
on the net effect of the Arctic route compared to the Suez Canal," said Jan 
Fuglestvedt, of the Centre for International Climate and Environmental Research in 
Oslo. 

In 2009, the Bremen-based Beluga Group sailed from South Korea to Rotterdam 
across the Arctic, cutting 4,000 nautical miles off the route via Suez. This year, for 
instance, an icebreaker became the first Chinese vessel to cross the ocean. One 
study indicated that increased use of the Arctic route might limit carbon dioxide 
emissions for global shipping by 2.9 million tons a year by 2050, or 0.1 percent, 
compared to use of the Suez Canal. 

"If the Arctic route is really open by then it may reduce carbon emissions a bit on the 
global scale," said Leif Ingolf Eide, an author of the study at Norwegian-based risk 
management group DnV. The study did not assess soot, he said. In a 2011 report, 
UNEP estimated that a global crackdown on soot, methane and ozone could slow 
global warming by 0.5 degree Celsius (0.9F). It would also protect human health and 
promote crop growth. Almost 200 nations have agreed to limit climate change to 
below 2 degrees C (3.6F) above pre-industrial times, seeing it as a threshold to 
dangerous changes such as more droughts, floods or rising sea levels. 

Source: Reuters, 18 September  

Fishermen’s Hamlets under Threat of Erosion Due to Rising Sea Levels 

-- G. V. Prasada Sarma 

The survey found that 95 villages did not have functional beaches for fishing 
economy as they are subjected to land erosion. 

Un-employability of educated youth among fishing communities with their inherent 
ability going to seed, decline of traditional fishing methods and erosion of fishermen 
villages depriving space for fishing economy are among the salient observations of a 
macro survey of 191 villages taken up of Visakhapatnam Regional Chapter of 
National Maritime Foundation. 

The villages fall in the north coastal districts of Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram and 
Srikakulam. Apart from throwing light on the living conditions, education, gender-
based work division, among other things, of the communities, it observes that 153 of 

http://http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/18/us-arctic-idUSBRE88H15A20120918
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/09/18/us-arctic-idUSBRE88H15A20120918
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the villages fall under the 10 meter contour of contiguous tidal margin subject to 
climatic and marine dynamics. “The fishermen settlements are under threat of 
erosion due to rising sea levels caused by global warming as suggested by several 
international studies,” says member of VRC and former Registrar of Andhra 
University P. Vijaya Prakash, who conducted the survey. 

The survey found that 95 villages did not have functional beaches for fishing 
economy as they are subjected to land erosion, the survey observes. Prof. Vijaya 
Prakash says such villages have no anchoring facilities. He cites the instance of 
Pudimadaka in Visakhapatnam district. Four, five villages were using berthing 
facilities at one place depending upon availability. Fishermen were forced to relocate 
their dwellings, he pointed out. Several vulnerable villages have been identified and 
now a macro survey would be taken up to suggest remedial measures, he said. 

One of the objects of the study is conservation of traditional cultures in view of the 
invasion of fishing technologies and modern marketing strategies spurred by 
globalisation. Prof. Vijaya Prakash and his team of researchers conducted the study 
with the Rs.2.8 lakh and the credit should go to Visakhapatnam Port Trust Chairman 
Ajeya Kallam who immediately sanctioned the amount, says NMF Regional 
Director A. Prasanna Kumar. 

Alternate employment 

After seeing a presentation Police Commissioner J. Purnachandra Rao immediately 
rushed to Mutyalammapalem, one of the villages covered, along with Prof. Vijaya 
Prakash and picked up the youth for training. Prof. Vijaya Prakash says youth from 
the community who studied Class X or Intermediate are not going for fishing and are 
not contributing to the family. They are turning towards non-marine related 
employment like driving, welding etc. 

VRC is trying to bring about a synergy between fishing and fishing populations with 
the help of agencies like CIFNET, CMFRI, CIFT and the State Fisheries Department. 
Prof. Vijaya Prakash, an anthropologist, says the natural marine endurance of the 
youth should be used for marine-related activity for technology-loaded fishing, 
shipping, offshore drilling etc or by the Navy, Merchant Navy etc. 

Source: The Hindu, 25 September 

 

http://http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/fishermens-hamlets-under-threat-of-erosion-due-to-rising-sea-levels-survey/article3935055.ece
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